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CLAIMS 

1. A computing device for location proxiijtial to a waiting area of a hospital 
emergency room and for intake of a patient in said hospitajl emergency room comprising a touch- 
screen operable to receive input by allowing said patiet^t to depress active portions along the 

5 surface of said touch-screen, said touch screen further operable to display information to said 
patient; said computing device further comprising a set of headphones connected to said 
computing device for presenting audio output to said patient; and wherein said computing device 
is configured to receive an identification of said patient and a preferred language of said patient, 
and further op^able to present on said touch screw at least one main question and a plurality of 

10 dependent questions linked to a response of said main qoestion and each other, said questions 
presCTted in said preferred language of said pati»t, said questions pertaining to an intake 
procedure of said pati«it to said hospital, said device fiiriher operable to receive responses to 
each of said of said questions by touch screen input from said patient, said device further 
operable to generate an intake report based on said re^onses in a preferred language of a 

1 5 hospital staff member responsible for fiirther processing of said intake of said patient. 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein said computing device is attachable to a printing 
device local to said computing device and wherein said report is generated at said printing 
device. 

3. The device of claim 1 wherein said computing device is connected to an intake 
20 server via a network, and wherein said report is delivered to said intake server. 

4. The device of claim 3 wfa^in said intakejserver is attachable to a printing device 
local to said intake server and wherein said report is generated at said printing device. 

5. The device of claim 3 wherein said intalfe server is connected to a plurality of 
treatment room client computing devices via said netwprk, and wher^ said treatment room 

25 ctients include an output device* 

6. The device of claim 1 wherein said devipe is mounted wi&in the housing of a 
kiosk. 
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7, The device of claim 1 wherein said device is a stand-alone personal computer. 

S. &i a computing device for location prqximal to a waiting area of a hospital 

emergency room comprising a touch-screen operable to receive input by allowing depression of 
active portions along the surface of said touch-screen,! said touch screen fuither operable to 
5 display information, a method for intake of a patient in said hospital emergency room comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving input from said touch screen representing a preferred language of said 
patient; 

receiving input from said touch screen !rq)resenting an identification of said 
10 patient; 

presenting an intake question to said patietit on said touch-screen; 

receiving input from said touch screen zepresentizig responses to said intake 
questions; 

repeating said presenting and receiving of said responses steps until a desired 
^ 5 numb^ of intake question responses have been received; and 

generating an intake report in a preferred language of a hospital staff member 
responsible for further intake of said patient 

^- Th^ method of claim 8 wherein said computing device is attachable to a printing 

device local to said computing device and wherein said report is generated at said printing 
20 device. 

10, The method of claim 8 wherein said coraijuting device is connected to an intake 

server via a network, and wherein said rqjort is deUvered fo said intake server. 

U. The method of claim 10 wherein said intake s^er is attachable to a printing 

device local to said intake server and wherein said report i$ generated at said printing device. 
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12. The method of claim 10 wherein said intake server is connected to a plurality of 
treatment room client computing devices via said network, and wherein said treatment room 
clients include an ou^ut device, said intake server operable to determine an available one of said 
treatm«it rooms and to direct said report to said treatment room client computiDg device 

5 respective to said available one. 

13. The method of claim 8 wherein said conq)uting device is mounted within the 
housing of a kiosk. 

14. The method of claim 8 wh^ein said c<»t]iputing device is a stand-alone posonal 
computer. 

^15. A computer readable media for storing ivrogramming instructions for use witii a 

computing device for location proximal to a waiting area of a hospital emergency room 
comprising a touch-screen operable to receive input byiallowing depression of active portions 
along the surfece of said touch-screen, said touch screen further operable to display infonnation. 
and a method for intake of apatient in said hospital emerg«icy room comprising the steps of: 

► receiving input from said touch screen representing a preferred language of said 

patient; 

receiving input from said touch screen representing an id^tification of said 
patioit; 

presenting an intake question to said patient on said touch-screei^ 

receiving input from said touch screen xqjresenting responses to said intake 
questions; 

repeating said presenting and receipt of: said responses steps until a desired 
number of intake question responses have b,een received; and 

generating an intake report in a prefenedi language of a hospital staff member 
responsible for further intake of said patient. 
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16. A system for intake of a patient in said hospital emergency room comprising at 

least one computing device associated with a waiting area of a hospital em^goicy room and a 
comprising a touch-screen opCTable to receive input by allowing said patient to caress active 
portions along fhe surface of said touch-screen, said t^uch screen fuith^ operable to display 
5 information to said patient; said computing device farther comprising a set of headphones 
connected to said computing device for presenting audioioutput to said patient; and wherein said 
computing device is configured to receive an identification of said patient and a preferred 
language of said patient, and further operable to present on said touch screen at least one main 
question and a plurality of dependent questions linked tg a response of said main question and 

10 each other, said questions presented in said prefcnred language of said patient, said questions 
pertaining to an intake procedure of said patient to said hospital, said computing device further 
operable to receive responses to each of said questions Ijy touch screen input from said patient, 
said computing device further operable to generate an in^e report based on said responses in a 
preferred language of a hospital staff member responsftle for further processing of said intake of 

15 said patient; said system fiuther comprising an intake server for connection to said computing 
devices and for receiving intake reports generated thereby, said system further comprising a 
pluraUty of treatment room clients connected to said intake sender, said treatment room clients 
including an output device operable to present said intake reports; said server operable to direct 
said intake reports to an appropriate one of said treatment room clients according to a 

20 prioritization criteria. 

17. The system according to claim 16 wherein said device is a kiosk located in said 
waiting room. 

18. The system according to claim 16 wher?in said device is a wireless portable 
computing device operable to connect with said server via a wireless network such that a patient 

25 en route to said hospital can complete at least some of isaid questions prior to amval at said 
hospitaL 
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